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Prune trees, shrubs, and other plants with the knowledge that will make your plants grow in healthy

and aesthetic ways. Covering 160 plants with clear instructions and illustrations, Cass Turnbull will

show you exactly how to prune any plant in your garden. This 3rd Edition of Cass Turnbull's Guide

to Pruning covers more than twenty additional plants in three new chapters. The result is the new

definitive guide for the home gardener with friendly, expert advice from Cass Turnbull, founder of

Seattle's PlantAmnesty, whose mission is "to end the senseless torture and mutilation of trees and

shrubs caused by mal-pruning."Here are ten commandments for preventing mal-pruning and other

gardening sins:The Ten Gardener Commandments1. Thou shalt not shear thy bush.2. Thou shalt

not top thy tree.3. Thou shalt not plant thy sun-lover in the shade, nor thy shade-lover in the sun.4.

Thou shalt mulch.5. Thou shalt not leave stubs.6. Thou shalt not flush cut, neither shalt thou paint

wounds.7. Thou shalt not cover up the base of thy plant, or thy tree, or thy shrub. Neither with

mulch, nor with soil, nor with any landscape material.8. Thou shalt cut circling/girdling roots.9. Thou

shalt not compact the root zone of thy tree, nor trench near the trunk of thy tree.10. Thou shalt not

weed-whip the trunk of thy tree, nor bash it with thine mower, nor leave anything tied on thy tree or

the branches of thy tree, as is done in the land of the philistines.
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Down to earth pruning instructions. For nearly every pruning book out there, you will be given

conflicting advice. It's nice to have Cass to say "Who cares?" Prune, but understand the



consequences of what you're doing if you do it out of season or badly. For me it took the panic away

that I was going to kill a plant and allowed me to be a little more understand of what was going on. A

very good read.

I went to a Cass Turnbull lecture given by a Master Gardeners group in our area. I couldn't take

notes fast enough, so I ended up ordering the book when I got home. I've referred to it many times

when I needed to prune something challenging. We have 5 acres - 3 acres in gardens - and we'd be

overgrown without diligent pruning. This book is a cherished guide, and it reflects her personality,

which is very engaging.

I used this as a Christmas gift for the man who takes care of our lawn. He is really concerned about

his customers and said that this gave him a new perspective on trimming shrubs and trees for his

clients, so even though I don't have this in my library, I definitely benefit! Love a win-win!

If you're like most people you need a bunch of pruning books and a lot of experience to finally "get

it". This is a great book, however, with sections on most plant types. It also has discussion to help

you overcome problems like flopping, how to make compromises, what mistakes to avoid. The line

drawings are not great, but you get the point. This book covers some areas others do not, way

beyond the basics.

Turnbull's book provides precise instructions for many plants, as well as guidance on pruning the

rest. This could be a very dry read, but instead, her great humor shines through and will keep you

reading far past the plant you originally looked up. If you've ever been to one of her talks, or have

otherwise met her in person, that same cheeriness will meet you in these pages.

Interesting, conversational style of writing that really helped for trimming the trees inherited from the

previous owner of this new home. Covers the basics of pruning for different types of flowering trees,

bushes and perennials. The chapter on pruning roses and juniper trees was very helpful. Lots of

illustrations are clear and informative.

This has been passed around in my family until some of the pages are beginning to show wear. My

husband loves this book and so do my parents. I went so far as to hire one of her proteges for an

hour as a gift for my husband. Our yard is packed with every plant that needs pruning, so this book



went a long way. I'd definitely recommend it.

I purchased this book for a neighbor. I already was familiar with the book and had heard Ms.

Turnbull speak at our Garden Club several years ago, so I know that this is the "Bible" for pruning.
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